Clinching the diagnosis: using the biochemical profile.
The biochemical profile is an important extension of clinical evaluation and should include widely applicable tests for this purpose. Interpretation of results requires a proper understanding of what constitutes normality and abnormality and a knowledge of how changes may occur. The pathologist has a major responsibility in advising on interpretation in different clinical situations. This requires a familiarity with artefactual and drug-induced changes and a thorough knowledge of the pathophysiology of disease processes.